Geissois (Cunoniaceae), another example of the Melanesian connection
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The genus Geissois, taken in the strict sense (i.e., excluding the Australian species), a member of the family Cunoniaceae, is a group of trees and shrubs 

  endemic to the islands of the Pacific. It is easily distinguished by its opposite palmately compound leaves and its bright red flowers arranged in bottle-brush like inflorescences (Figure 1
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 1 Figure 1. Geissois denhamii above Penaorou camp, Santo
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 2 Figure 2. Distribution of the species of Geissois within Melaneisa
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 3 Figure 3. Phylogeny of the genus Geissois according to molecular data