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The rise of agroecology in Morocco 
Some lessons learned from the nearby hinterland of Rabat  

Workshop n°5 : The transformations of territorialized agricultural and 
food systems induced by the agroecological transition  
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Geographical context 

Source : Google Maps 

Source : Wikimédia.org 

Hinter land of 
Rabat 
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Investments 

« Enclosure » 

Hinterland 

Increase in the price of land prices 
 

Conurbation 

Rural-to-urban migration 
 

Urban sprawl 
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August 2004 

September 2017 

Source : Google Earth 

Before / After 
establishment 
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Methodology: from field to analysis 

Interviews  
and observation Results Analysis from  

the data collection 

New hypothesis 
Confrontation to  
existing literature 

Inductive and iterative approach 
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Methodology: from field to analysis 

 
 
 
 
Practices 
Motivations 
Strategies 
Networks 

 
 
 
 
Action on territory 
Representation of 
agriculture and agroecology 
Potential of support 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Further informations 
Cross referencing 
 
 

Interviews to 
agroecology 
producers 

Interviews to 
institutional actors 

Interviews to resource 
persons 
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Key results 

Agroecology 

Agroecology as an act of 
activism 

 
Agroecology as a 

strategy of income 
diversification 

 

Agroecology as hobby 

Agroecology as a way to 
healthy food Agroecology as resources 
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Case study :  
agroecology as resources 

Activity system 

Agroecology 

Ecotourism 

City-dwellers 
looking for 
pastimes 

Politics 

Territorial 
scale 

Fundraising 

Neighbours 

Backers (France) 

Technical 
advisors 

Extraterritorial 
scale 

Town 

Other 
producers 
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Market 
opportunities 
 

Producers 

Specialized stores 

Consumers 

Public 
authorities 

MAPM, PMV 

ONCA 

DPA 

ADA 

Association networks 

RIAM  
SPG, observatory… RADERS 

FIMABIO 

Research and training 

INRA, IAV Hassan II, 
ENA Meknès, universities.. 
International cooperation 

ONSSA 

Trust, labels, 
certifications 
(Bio, SPG…) 

Networks and stakeholders of agroecology 
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Technical and institutional locks 

Negative local 
context 

Initial choice: 
“productivism”/
Green revolution 

1950’s-60’s 
Technical locks 

No State support for 
agroecology, support for 

official « bio » label 
(FIMABIO) 

Lack of support  
Multiple locks 

Lack of  
capability 
No technical 
 support 

Loss of seeds Research 

Agricultural 
advisory 

Education 

Difficulty to promote a 
viable model 

  
« Non organic » 

agriculture 
development 

Self enforcement 
mechanism 

Enhancement 
of lack of 

support from 
State 
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Territory 
Agricultural 
exploitation 

(agroecology) 

TOOLS 

Raw datas 

Performance indicators 

Specific Indicators 
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1’ 

2 2’ 
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Project of agroecology observatory in Morocco 
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