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The issueshat hae taken shape aund he need

to prevent he spead of HIV/AIdSs,

and b manag the isks of an epidemicfrow light on
the pessing conadictions wihin Chinese soctg.
They offer a ery relevant appoac for anaysis

of curent hangs in he field of seuality

and to undestand he \airiety of its discouses

and pactices.

The heoktical pespectie of his aticle will be
informed ly a consructivist appoach, since st
appoades hae radically altered our undestanding
of sexuality by raising quegions abouthe social

and hisorical conexts that suround it.

In China, he higory of sexually transmited disease
(STD) epidemics shas that he ways in whih sexuality
is managed he a geatr impact han disease comir
measues or healt education. Nneheless, despitthe

he issues aund he pevention of HIV/Aids and
Tthe managment of epidemicisk hae rwealed a

number of seous contadictions in Chinese sotye
They ar also poving excellent as meansybwhich the
changing spher of sewuality and he ange of opinions and
practices hat hese bangs ae binging inb being can be
anajsed and consided®. As Alain Giami has xplained
in his inguiry into the causes and cexts of saual beha
iour®, “the Aids phenomenon has givise b new sts of
problems in ke field of sewality. These déct he néworks
of patners and he ndion of risk, and bey dende a shif in
the social corteuction of sguality”. Thus in esponsed the
Aids epidemic, a cein remoulding of seual behaiour
takes place. tidies hae shavn that some modes of beha
iour ae etained athe epense of thers, accating o their
effect on HIV tansmission; and en fom the ange of
practices nbconsideed b be sgual, some & selead on
the basis oftte same dteria.

N°60 « JULY-AUGUST 2005

Discourses on

o Sexudity and Sexua Practices

The states management of the epidemic batfiects and illuminates social coadictions

political eforts on he pat of official agencies,
combined wih the dominant mssues of imily values
and of “revitalised” cultual featues inheited

from the pasg individuals ae subjeatd b the multiple
influences associd with gobalisation and China
transbrmation inb a consumer sodig Recent tudies
have revealed mdeed shifts in the exgission

of sexuality.

This aticle has hree sections. Tharkt gives

an anaftical ovewview of curent scientiic literature,
and of he aailable da& concening sexual behaour
and its epresenation. The second deals

with goremmenal action and mmouncements

in relation b the dynamics oftte Aids epidemic

and the isks of sual transmission.

Finally, the third section pwvides a diabronic anaysis
of the date's managment of srual issueé.

The heoktical pespectie of his aticle will be informed
by the consuctivist appoad, which has adically altered
our undestanding of seuality by raising qegions con-
ceming the social and hisrical conext in which it is pio
duced?. One heow which has emeed fom within this

This artide is the revised version of apeEr presentedta conference organised
by the Centre d'études sur la popigia et le développement (CEPED) - Lakioiee
populdion-environnement-développement (LPEBtitled“Reproductive health in
the face ofids - social and bek#ural issues in southern countrieRD-ANRS,
Nogent-swMarne,France November 22-23¢ 2004.

This artide is based on sueys of the sex trade and the risks of HIV/Aidsn
ducted in 1997 and 199B mainland China (Shanghai and Beihai in Guangxi
province),and inTaiwan (Tipei),from an anthropological perspective (iniews,
personal obsestions in places of regular commercial sexual actjbitygraphical
accounts from female sex workersf),Evelyne Micollier (ed.)Sexual Cultures in
EastAsia: the Social Construction of Sexuality and Sexual RiskTime ofAids
London,Routledge Curzor2004.

Alain Giami,"De Kinsey au Sidal'évolution de la construction du comportement
sexuel dans les enquétes quatitiéa”, Sciences sociales et sayitél. 9, No. 4,
1991,pp. 23-56.
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Has te statefinaly sopped
trying to control people's s& lives?

perspectie is hat of “sewual scipts”®, accoding o which  to contol sexuality haie become a mait of policy The
sexuality can be défied as a s@s of actions, meanings anddewelopment of dicial drategies in he $rugge aging
relationships whib lay down he emdional and seual Aids reveals a pogressite inditutionalisation of peventive
outlds within broader social teuctues (living conditions,
gender elationships, &.). “Sexual scipts” include he idea

“ " (6) i i 4. See,for example,John H.Gagnon andWilliam Simon, Sexual ConductThe Social
Of a S.G(Uﬂ| cultue ! which IS. he consensual pam of Sources of Human Sexualighicago, Aldine, 1973; JeffreyWeeks,Sexuality and its
ideas linked D the saual behsiour of a goup, suppded DiscontentsMeaningsMyths,and Modern Sexualitiekondon,Routledge and Kegan,

goup, supp gsMyt g g

by a vorld outlook and thical \alues concering the natue 1985.

and aim of seal elations. This also olves an dbctive > 977 3¢ Simoren ot Simon and Ggnon “Sexcal Scrpts” Society ol 23
model of emtional dates and ma p“nC|pIeS aimed at 6. JeffreyWeeks and Janet Holland (edsSgxual CulturesCommunitiesyalues,and
insitutionalising whagver is Blt to be noma|, necessgror Intimagy, London, British SociologicalAssocidion, 1996; Gilbert Herdt (ed.)Sexual

llecti () Cultures and Migration in the Era of AIDS: Anthropologcal and Denbgraphic
co GCTI\Bly appoveat. PerspectivesOxford, Clarendon Pres§997.

In China, he higory of epidemics of seially transmited 7. Herdt,op.cit., p. 10.
diseases (E:)S) shavs that he way in which se(uality IS 8. Frank Dikotter“La sexualité et les maladies sexuellement transmissibles en @isine:
mana@d has a @aEr inpact han disease comlrmeasu- cours médical et représetitms sociales”in Marie-Eve BlancLaurence Hussomand

N Evelyne Micollier (eds.)Sociétés astiues face au SiddParis, L'Harmatan, 2000,
res or healt educatior?. Nowadgs, atenpts by the dae pp.23-39.
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measues, andhe akeover ty the gate of heal initiatives
originally laundied ly a néwork of omanisations, maly
under he umbella of he UN and ir¢émational N5Os.
This political akeover of he drugde aging Aids has been
acconpanied ly an oficial discouse aimed at corufiing
both seual pactices and all epresenations elating b
sexual issues.

But, despite the pditica efforts on the part of official
agendies, and the predominant pressug of famil values
and cultural traits inherited from the past, individuals are
subject to many influences associated with globalisation
and China becoming a consumer society. Significant
changs in the sexual arena have been revealed by recent
studies® and by data from a natiorwide repot “°. With
reqard to this repot, Erwin J. Haeberle, the German
sexologig who cortributed towards its conception & the
theoeticd and methodologica level, explains that “in
gened the results of largescde quantittive surveys of
sexual behaviour are foreseeable, insofar as they hardly
vary from courtry to country. For exanple, the fact that a
large majority of students (university undergraduads) see
their sex education as too conservatie, reveds reactions
which are globall shared in our rapidy changing world.
The results which show that a considerable number of
individuals have had pre-maital sexud relations are also
more or lessuniversal”™.

Haebele also emhasisesttat he Liu epot, the first mgor
quantiatie survey of sexua behaviour, raises more
quegions han it answrs, hus openingtte wey to further
reseath into seuality in China.

The ideologicd and behavioud models underlying
individual seual behgiour ae transmited ky messags
from the family and he sate, elajed by shool and &mily
planning oganisations. Aything new in su messags is

due b the tiumph of consumésm, and economic and ™

cultural gobalisation. Thusttree sepate systems of epe
senation and pactice co-gist within conenporary Chinese
socidy, geneating ensions atfte lewel of values, behaour
and acts. Theirt sygem arses fom the maniéld and
congantly ewlving Chinese tdition itseli®®. The second
was intoduced b Marxist ideology and ndured he
project for building a socialissocigy. And the hird can be
attributed b a dobal model whit afects China as mbcas
the eg of the world.

This article is divided into three sectiors. The first gives
an analytical ovewview of current scientific literatue, and
of the available data concerning sexual behaviour and its
repesemndtions. The second deds with govemmendl

4
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action and pronourcements, insofar as they concern the
dynamics of the Aids epidemic and the risks of sexual
transmisson. And the third analyses the state's attenpts
to cortrol sexuaity within a historical perspectie. We
shoud note from the start that the very existence of the
works referred to in the first part is itself a sign of chang.
A number of them are the outcome of the govemmen's
need for expetise and information to suppart their activi-
tiesin the fields of health, sex education and family plan-
ning. Despite being controversia, these works have
receied official suppart.

Sexuality in a changing China Il

Reports onsexuality, and other studies
a shft towards official acknowledgment
of the problems

Amid the gudies of seuality, there ae two didinct trends;
the frst consigs of lage quantittive dudies whit roughly
follow the model of lhie Kinsg repot®, and he second
consigs of moe nuancedtsdies whit male use of gali
tative dah as heir basis. The dical anayses of he nation
al repott on sauality published in 992 (witten Iy Liu
Dalin, often referred b as he Chinese Kingg throw con
sideable light on the existence of a wide rang of

9. Pan Suiming,'A sex revolution in current ChinaJournal of Psycholagand Human
Sexuality No. 6, 1993, pp. 1-14; James d&frer Opening Up:Youth Sex Culture and
Market Reform in Shanghahicayo, University of Chicgo Press2002; Gail Hershiger,
“Sexing Modern China”in Gail Hershéter, Emily Honig, Jonahan N.Kipman, and
Randall Stross (edsRemaping China:Fissures in Historicalerrain, Stanford Stanford
University Press1996,pp. 77-93; Xu Xiaoqun;The Discourse on Love Marge,and
Sexuality in Pst-Mao China:A reading of the Journalistic Litdtae onWomen”,
Positions: EastAsia Cultures CritiqugVol. 4, No. 2, 1996,pp.381-414.

Liu Dalin, Ng Man-lun,Zhou Liping,and Erwin JHaeberleZhongguo dangdaixin wen
hua: Zhongguo ligwan lie ‘xing wenming' diaocha baogatContemporay Chinese
Sexual CultureReport of theSex Civilisgion’ Survey on 20,000 Subjectsphanghai,
Sanlian shudial992.

11. Preface by Erwin JHaeberle to Liu DalinNg Man-lun, Zhou Liping, and Erwin J.
HaeberleSexual Behaor in Modern ChinaReport on the Nanwide Suvey of 20,000
Men andWomen(English languge edition by Ng and Haeberl&jew York, Continuum,
1997,p.11.

12. Here | adopt ayhamic gproach to traditiortaking account of its ruptures and its €on
tinuities in the course of its hisgoit refer both to itsinvention” (cf. Eric Hobsbavn and
Terence Ranger [edsThe Invention ofradition, Cambridge CUP 1983) and to its cur
rent reinvigoréion. The later can be analysed &vo levels—athe social levelas the
emergence of gost-modern condition{cf. Jean-Fancois lyotard,La Condition post-
moderneParis, Minuit, 1979),and a the psychological levess the development of a
“contradictoy consciousnessamong certain members of society (batthew C.
Gutmann,The Meanings of Machdeing a Man in Mexico CityBerkeley University of
California Press1996,p.15; Gutmanrs concept is inspired by thaf Antonio Gramsci).
Alfred Kinsey et al.translded into Fench as.e comportement sexuel de 'homme
Paris, Pavois, 1948,and Le comportement sexuel de la femRaeis, Amiot-Dumont,
1953.
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sexual discouses. A the time when Liu Dalin as dewing
his quantiative dudies together in 1989-B90, the
American Kinsg repot was tanslaed inb Chinese fthe
sociologi$ Pan Suiming, diecor of the eseath inditute for
gender and seiality at he sociology depément of he
Peoplés University in Reking. According to Ran himself, he
made his @nslation gailable b Liu who ten bok the
Kinsey repot as his model.
Unlike recent epots on seuality in aher counties, he Liu
repot is nd directly concened wih the saual tansmission
of HIV because infte eally 1990s, whentte surey was
conduced, he tisk of an Aids epidemic as being dicially
denied. Havever, STDs including Aids had adady been
identified as a mwblem linked b seual behaiour, which
called br social meases and heditinitiatives.
The Liu repot is based on a survey of 20,000 sdected
individuds from 15 provinces™, organised by the
Shanghai Centre for Sociology and Sexology founckd in
December 1988, The survey covers four categores of
people: two categores of youth (schod and college pugpls,
universty sudents), married couples, and those found
guilty of sexud crimes®™. The goal was to identify prok
lems relakd to individual sexuality with particular atten
tion to yourg people, to the control and management of
sexua matters, and to the spread of STDs. The survey was
conducd under the auspices of many public and privaie
agencies, such as Chinese and multinationa firms, mass
organisations like the Family Planning Assciaion
(Planred Parentood committees), the Fedeation of
Women, the Workers Union, and state ingtitutions like
paice departments and schodls, al of whom distributed
the quegionnaies®®,
The pditicd and socid climate in the late 1980s was
favourable to the planning and implemerdtion of such a
project. Some doctors a the time, particulaty Doctor Wu
who headed the Academ of Medicine, and Professor
Ruan of the University medical faculty™), both originally
from Peking, were precusos in sexologica reseamh.
Moreover, after a decade of opennessand reform, the exis:
tence of sexual problems and of gaps in sex education were
officially acknovledged, and they attraced a meaure of
public intereg.
The £n main esults of his nationvide surey are consitent
with the object of m own reseath, and in liing them
belaw, | am leeping © the £minology used intte sur
vey @, They were:
1 An increase in lie number of lee afairs béween
seconday and high skool gudents. Acoring b a sur

&~

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20

21.

22
23

vey conduced in Shanghai heeen 985 and 988,
about 60% of high $ool dudents, and a sigmfant
number of secondgrdudents, \ere involved in loe .
affairs.

Anincrease in pr-maital seual relations. Acording
datigtics from seeral hospiéls, in 286 here was a 6%
increase infie number of @-maital pregnancies and
requegs for abotion.

An increase in gra-maital seual relations. Sesral sur
veys shov that from he lag 080s omwards, he num
ber of divorces on lie gounds of aduéiry was béween
25% and 40% ofre btal numbef™.

An increase infie number of cases ofkel inconpat
ibility between maried patness. In Shanghai in%4,
this was he gounds br 24% of all divorces. By 986,
this rate had almasdoubled (45%?.

A growth in sewal ofences. Acording b the Shanghai
datidicd bureas, the number of repoted rapes
increased durfold beéween 979 and 983, while
the age of the rapids fell. Gang rapes became
more numerous, more violent, and more preme-
ditated®.

A growth in the s& trade. Uider he eforms, he s
trade has anded fom the coatal regions inb the
towns and villags of centl China. In 887, the num

perspectives

Privete communiction with Ran Suiming2005 We should recall than China there are
two sociological research institutes whiclvéapecialised in sexuality studies over the
last twenty yearsthe one headed by Liu Dalin in Shanghed the other by &
Suiming in Rking.
Heilongjiang,Liaoning, Peking, Tianjin, ShandongShanxi,JiangsuShanghaiZhejiang,
Fujian,GuangdongHenan Sichuan Xinjiang, and Ningxia.

Today this centre is no longer headed by Professor Liu Dalivis retirement he set up
a museum of sexual culturdy3Z 1 EHITE, xing wenhuabowuguar) in Nanking
Road,one of the major commercial streets of Shandhaias forced tolose in 2001,
three years after openingnder financial pressure because rents in #nea had
become prohibitiveMoreoverthe advertising signs facing onto the street used the word
“sex” (xing), which had been forbiddeSince then it has reopenedTongli (Jiangsu).
See Liu DalinFushi yu chunmendghongguo yu Riben de xing wenhua bijiage of
levity and dreams of Springomparing the sexual cultures of China anzhdg,Peking,
Zhongguo youyi chuban gongg005.

This cdegoly induded raists,as well as evgone engged in the sex trade (the werk
ers themselvego-betweensprocurers).

Liu mentions unforeseen difficulties obstructing the successful completion of this proj
ect after the events of 198hese intuded financial difficultieshbecause of the restric
tions on foreign aid to Chinand the economic recession (Liu etl&97,p.24).In add

tion, the naionwide campaignsgainst caitalism and obscenity did not make the-sur
veyers task ap easierDespite these obsias,the project continued.

Ruan Rngfu,Sex in ChinaStudies in Sexolggin Chinese CultureNew York, Plenum
Press]1991.

. Liu et al.,op.cit., pp. 20-21.

Liu Dalin, Xing shehui xuéSocioloy of Sex) Jinan Shandong renmin chubansh8g86.
. Liu, op.cit.
. Liu, ibid.
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ber of poditutes areded was 20 times geagr than in
1979.

7. The spead of Ds, including Aids. Intie lag 080s
the inkection ate of STDs 0se ly 300% annuaj and
the frgt case of Aids &s epoted in D85.

8. An increase inlie number of pawgaphic publica
tions. Reriodic canpaigns ¢ eadicae ponogaply
tedify to its widespead use.

9. Increasing confusion inhe undestanding of sguality.
In China, “eudal ideas” about seality gill have a cer
tain influence. Moeover, ideas fom e capidlist Wed
haie been sgad er te las centuy, to which hae
been added communigoctines fom the po&1949
peiiod, and hese he undegone futher alerations ly
the laeg fashions and bekimur imported fom Eunpe
and he Lhited Sates. Sub an ideological mixtwe has
led in a pefectly predicable mannertthe confusion of
the younger geneations. China ist#l seeking a new
rational and hedly way of looking at seuality @,

10. Family planning is Bpeiiencing geat dificulties. Its aim
is 10 keep he population lesls under 2 billion but,
given te dificulty in educating people and apioi
family planning policies in b&ward regions, bee is a
large likelihood of filure. This is ¥ andher eason
why the gsemment and tie people shouldecognise
the importance of se education.

Officid pronourcements stress “the historical necessty of

facing these problems, and solving them, dthough it is dif-

ficult to acknawledge their exisence, patticulaty that of the
growing sex trade and the spread of STDs" @, One of the
amguments put forward to stir the govemment into action, by
making a link with social modernisation, suggeds that the
state of sexual relaionsis a reliable index of modernity °),
Accoding to Judth Famuhay the Liu repot is part of a
conpleted reseat initiative with preddemined results,
which shows that it is a tod in the arsend of a “nationd
pedagogical strategy”@. She draws attention to the close
links between its results and the pre-eiging socid pro-
gramme uncerlying govemmendl intervention into educa
tion, hedth and sexuality. Its very title, which makes use of

suth tems as wenhua( 3 {t,, culture) and wenming( 3

BH, civilisation), places the project within an ideology of

nationa developmen€®. The short preface on the ques

tionnaie distributed to the participants is vety significant in
thisrespect” Sexuality isa mgor component in human life,
and it is intimately linked to the healthy development of
yourg people, the hamonious happiness of married
couples, and to social cohesion and stability. Nowadgs,
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seudity poses a number of problems, firstly because

socigy itself has caused a number of sexud inhibitions, but

aso for other reasons. Thisreseaih project has been set up

to enable us to understand the situation, and to find weys

of resoving the contradictions involved. It will be very

impottant for our social development, which is why we are

seeking your help and support” @2,

William R. Jankwiak was he first to conduct an teno

graphic engiry into love and seual behaiour in China (in
Hohhd, the capiél of Inner Mongolia). In péicular, he
has shwn hav changs in day life, abee all in loe and
sexual relationships, & transbrming traditional social éla

tions. He has aew positie opinion of he Liu epot

because, in his viewts auhors atempted a corpaiison

with ather similar sureys conductd in Japanhie Lhited

States and \Wdem Euope. Moeover, their dag will be

useful b ather eseathers, becausehty hae focused on
the saual behgiour of men and wmen while cafully

defining sexuality as a social cotrsict®, Jankwiak enpha

sises he needd deal wih people as lib sepaate individ

uals and ir¢rsubjective social beingshis being an appac

which he adofs in his avn works.

Throughout he B80s and 990s, sureys based uporhe

model of he Kinsg repot were carted out beh in China
and in dher sociées with a Chinese culter (Taiwan and

Hong Kong), as ey undement a apid pocess of socio-

economic and cultaf chang. Chang Jui-shd#, who is a
sociologi$ specialising in copamtive sauality and gnder
relations, has depled he way in which a whole neus of
problems & often reducedad a mater of deciding whiter

24. Fan Minsheng,'Analysis of the Cause for the Resurgence of Sexualipsmitted

Diseases”Shehui xugSociolog), No. 12,1990,p. 27.
25. Liuetal.,1997,p.21.
26. Gail Hershdter, op.cit., p.90.

27. Judith Frquhar Appetites: Food and sex in post-socialist ChjnBurham, Duke

University Press2002,pp.226-227.

28. For a discussion of the r¢lanship between these terrsgeAnnaAnagnost,National

29.
30.

31.

32.

Past-Times: Narrative, Representdon, and Power in Modern ChinaDurham, Duke
University Pressl1997,p.79,quoted by Brquhayop.cit., 1997:national culture is to be
remodelled to see a progressive civilising project along the lines of the advanced
industrial societies iAsia and théVest.

Liu et al.,op.cit., 1992,p.774.

William R. Jankaviak, Sex,Death, and Hierarchy in a Chinese Citn Anthropological
Account New York, Columbia University Pres§993,p. 35.

Chang Jui-shan et atPre-marital sexual mores fiaiwan and Hong &ng:two pah-
ways to permissivenesslpurnal ofAsian andAfrican Studiesvol. 32,Nos.3-4,1997,
pp. 265-287; Chang Jui-shat§cripting ExtramaritalAffairs: Marital Mores, Gender
Politics, and Infidelity inTaiwan”, Modern ChinaVol. 25, No. 1,1999,pp.69-99.

Chang Jui-sharfDo we needKinsey Reports’ in Chinese SocietiesR Alterndive

Paradigm for the Studof Chinese Sexuality'Bulletin of Concernedsian Scholars
Vol. 31,No. 1,1999,pp.40-42.
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ary given socity follows, or ils © follow, the s&ual pah

taken ly the \\e<. She cas a citical eye at hese “Chinese

Kinsey repots”©2, pointing b some of Heir omissions.

According © her they conpletely fail to ansver the fllow-

ing quegions, whid take account ofdcts esblished iy her

own reseah:

— Why do stool pupils in Hong kKng epot more
pemissive sewual behaiour, while holding moe conser
vative ideashan teir counérpars in Taiwan?

— Why ae uniwemsity gudents in China mer open @
sexual expeimentation han hose in Hong king, whee
as Hong Kng is moe moden and Védemised?

— Why should China be undging a “saual evolution”
while Taiwan and Hong Kng ae epeiencing less
dradic changes in sgual attitudes?

— Why do young Riwanese pclaim heir avn seual con
sevatism, asséing that hey do nd wish b become
“depraved” like the Ameicans, whegas pung people
from the mainlandHink of their unedrained seuality as
an aspect ofeir modenity?

Kissng compettion
in Jlin province,2005

In atenpting o reply to these gedions, Chang mposes a
model wih two didinct anaytical levels. The ifst addesses
the natue of sawality itself, as dehed ly the noms of a
cultural tradition; he second deals witthe se&ual pactices
emeging as aesponsed the diferent “infra-dructues”

which vary accoding © the higorical pefod and he

socidies shang the same culte. The irs level allows for

intercultural conparisons, andfte seconddr conparisons

within a cultue.

She introduces some working hypatheses which the Kinsey-

syle repots donat take into accourt, i.e. in Hong Kong, the

influence of Christianity and the British colonid pag; in

Taiwen, a reirvened Confucian idedogy helping the dake

promding the condruction of a certain kind of nationd iden-

tity, in China itself, a certain loss of bearings, together with

doubts about vaues in the face of diverse ideologies and

modes of behaviour—in a socigty where certain sections of

the popuation are expeiencing a post-moden condition ©3),

33. This refers to the condition described hbyotard,op. cit.
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In the repots modelled on Kinsey, theie is no concern with

identifying loca constructions of sexuality, their implicit pant

of departure is to invedigate the degree of sexua permissie

ness or repesson in the culture or indvidud members,

anaysed on the bads of datidics deding with a range of

sexud pradices. This enquiry, with itsimplicit refelence to the
‘repessie hypahess’, a Freudian concept criticized by

Miched Foucault, sStuates these practices within a modern

Wegem conceptudisation of sexuality®. In the modern

Wegem word, Freudian influence has placed sexudlity a the
cente of life, arguing that it becomes “socidised” as the seif

becomes progressiely corfirmed in its seif-consdousness

My paint—when refering to Chang's work and the quesions
he raises—is to take digance from positivist perspecties and

to consder these works as metadiscowses on sexuality

Whether Chang's perspecties are corfirmed or nat, and even
if her methoddogy is contentious, her compaative gpproad

nonéheless cortains a challeng to exiging Chinese sudies
on sexuality All these intellectud productions bea witnessto

a process of “indigenising” so-caled “objective’ dudies,
which were originall desgned for application in the Weg,

Chang hersalf being a member of the “intellectu diaspo

ra” @, In my view, Chang's critique of the way in which the
Liu repot takes Kinsey as its model, and especialy its

implicit use of concepts of sexudity drawn from the European
conext in daborating the theoeticd framevork of the
engiry, is well founded. For exanple, when such concepts
are used in a sudy drawing upon Chinese infomants, their
relevance, their methodological deployment in organisation of

the quesionnaies, and the way they infom the instructions
to respondents, certainly raise debateable isaes.

A similar controversy has aisen among reseahes into

sexud identity. Although such identities as “gay/lesbian/

queg” currenty enjoy a* globalised” gatus, they are actudly
the outcome of recent collective movements in Wegem soci-
dlies, 30 the controversy concerns their relevance for Chinese
socities™. Specidists in this field prefer to tak of “people
who engagein homosexual practices’, referiing to adigtinctive
cakgorsation on practices, rather than on identities®”,

I would like © tum briefly to the pioneeng dudy by James
Farrer on he sauality of young people in Shanghai. In his
view, changes in he feld of seuality should be seen as

more directy linked b the eforms, and @ the tansition
towards a méket econory and he consegent deelopment
of consumesm. By highlighting he dialectical elations
beween he saual cultue and he emegence of specif

cally consumeist inditutions and pactices, he ephasises

the cental facor of the maket for ary invedigation inb the
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sexual cultue of Shanghd®. Farrer's dhnological tudy
deals wih the saual cultue (f43Z{L, xing wenhu of
young Shanghai berosexuals agd béween B and 35, and
covers teir encourers, heir seual hidories, andfeir pub
lic statements and opinions ohd matgr. He anaises hw
these social prtices bangd dumg the eform perod
beween D80 and 2000. The mbwidely held account of
this seual cultue in tansition is hat of an “opening”
towards a more “libera” mode uncer Wedem and
Japanese iidence, vorking through leisue pusuits, he
media, and persond contacts®. This same higtorical
account is cared over, albeit in a ma nuanceddshion,
into academic tadies documentinghe piocess of seial
globalisation®. Based on tenogaphic obsetions in
discaheques, Rrer enphasiseshat he social phenome
non of he “disco” Q& Ef7 A], disike) isnot so much the out-
come of ether a“locaisation” or a subveision of global prac
tices, as an adive consumption and participation in a kind of
seud “cosmopditanism”, which he ascribes to the construc
tion of a“super-cultue” rather than to a“ sub-culture”.

In concluding his limited intoducbry suwey of recent
ethnological and sociological wing on seuality, | would
stress hat saology has become a disct field of reseath
in China sincette eforms sarted. According  the sociol
ogi¢ Pan Suiming, hele were orer two hunded books on
sexology in pint in 1991, as corpated with only six in 1979.

34. Inthis artide, | am taking account of Micheldticault's arguments on the discursive-con

struction of sexualitysee Michel Bucault,Histoire de la Sexualité 1:a Volonté de
Savoir, Paris,Gallimard,1976,pp. 25-67.

35. Born in Taiwan,Charg obtained her doctorate at he University of Michigan ard
currently teadies at he University of Melbourne. On the ideaof the “indigenisa
tion” of anthropologica knowledge in the faceof globalisaion,see Jaky Assayg
and Véronique Bénéi (eds), “Intellecuels en diaspora et héories mmades’,
L'Homme No. 156,2000; Gregory Guldin ard Zhou Daming (eds.), “Moving from
Indigeniztéion towards Globalization”, Chinese $ciology and Anthropoloyg,
Vol.33,No.1,2000.

36. As another sign of the day should be noted tha gay and lesbian studieass is
taught by the sociologist Sun ZhongxinFaidan University in Shanghaiee HavardW.
French“Chinese UniversityTakesA Topic Out of the Closet"The NewYork Times
September 172005.

37. See,for example,Zhou Huashan (ChoWah-shan);Homosexuality and the Cultural
Politics of Tongzhiin Chinese Societiesih Gerard Sullivan andeRerA. Jackson (eds.),
Gay and Lesbiarsia: Culture, Identity Community New York, Haworth, 2001; Zhou
Huashan,Tongzhi: Politics of Same-Sex Eroticism in Chinese Sociefiesv York,
Haworth,2000; Lisa Rofel;Qualities of Desirelmagining Gay Identities in ChinaGay
Lesbian QuarterlyVol. 5, No. 4, 1999, pp. 451-474; Sandze-lan D.,The Emerging
Lesbian:Female Same-Sex Desire in Modern Chi@hicago, University of Chicgo
Press2003.

38. James &irre,op.cit., p. 10.
39. Ibid.,p. 11.

40. DennisAltman, Global SexChicayo, University of Chicgo Press2001; Jamesdfrer
“Disco ‘SuperCulture’: Consuming Breign Sex in the Chinese Discd8gxualities
Vol. 2,No. 2, May 1999 pp. 147-166.
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The scientiic discouse on selogy has ininduced a ndtal

languag for discussng sexud iswes and sex education, mak-

ing communication in thisfield eaier “. Pan has linked the
growing diversity, visibility and consequent increase in sexual

activity with numerous other facbrs. Of gred significance
hee is the chang in the living environment, that is, the
changs in physicd accommodtion, with the abandorment

of dwellings centred around a coutyard in favour of apart-

ment blocks, where privat living space is better separaied

from the collective. Thus, the lifegyle of families and indi-

viduals has been privatised, alowing for more intimacy and

mole opennessin sexua expres§on, wheress in traditional
socidy, the basis of sexua mordity was veded in the able
and relentlesscontrol over the indvidud by the group®2.

Neo-traditional discourses
and representations of sexuality

The ancient body of gal knavledge included hhe eotic
arts, which were legitimated by medica or religious
discouse and loosgl identified as éllowing Taoid or
Confucian éading. In tis field, a ey contibution was
made ly the pioneang work of Robett van Gulik®, which
proposed an irfyal higory from its ofgins until e end of
the Ming dynaty (1644). According b Chatotte Rurth ),
this body of knaledge was irg reinvigorated in he eay

twentigh centuy, when sguality was eintroduced as a 41-

mateer of public concer in the sevice of social moderisa
tion, and be heal of the nation vas conceied in elation
to the populatiors capacity dr biological epioduction.
Currently it is being emobilised once agn, but nev in
order b shav that in China seuality is repesengd in vays
quite different fom those bhat pevail in the Weg.

An exanple of tis is he work on homoseuality in China
by Zhou Huashan, a Honghg eseather and gy rights
activi. Zhou quates Mencius, the “spiritud her to
Confucius™®), to ague hat seuality was nd at he cente
of individual life: “to feed oneself andbtmale love ae
natual things b which no geat atntion should be
paid”“, Zhou usedhis agument® explain hav it happens
that in China lhe geat mgority of people who erage in
homosaual piactices gt maried.

Thisrevitlisation of the ancient “sexua culture” (in the sense
of a“sexud lore") in the service of modernisation tinged with
a degree of salf-orientlising®, is to be foundin both aca
demic works and in evelyday speech on sexud maters by
membes of Chinese culturd communities themsaks“®,
What should we make of thelr reinerpretations? For exam

ple, Paul E. Fegapoints out that in Taiwen novadgs, Viaga

isincluded in the same theipeutic categoy which traditional
medicine reseves for simulants and gphrodisacs. So a bio-

medical remedy is reappopliated and integraied into locdl cat-

egores which existed prior to its invention.

Concetions of he body ingvene in he congucked epe

senations of seuality. Co-gisting with an “indigenised”
biomedical concen, aher concepions inheted from

local traditions and inn@tions undéie practices elaed b

sexuality and/or epoduction. Rrticular ewents, sub as
mengruation, pegnancy birth and he monkhs ater bith

ar the oci of beliek oiginating from traditional medicine
or popular &mily cures, whit dill carry weight among
Chinese populatiort§. For example, e monk's confne:

ment of vomen afer g\iving bith, or he penatl education
of the unbon baly (BR 24, taijiao, education oftie betus),

which clealy acknawvledges the human “fodd cond-

tion” ), ae gill widespread, een vitually systemic pac

tices in numesus egions, and among ¢ain sections offte

populatiorf™. These belief throw light on local veys of

conceiving of womeris seual healh.

These particular events mark the biologica rhythms of

life, and their significance is socidly constructed. They

are conceived as moments of vulnerability to disease,

Pan Suimingpp.cit., p. 5.
42. lbid., p.13.

43. Robert van GulikSexual Life irAncient ChinaA Preliminaly Surey of Chinese Sex and

Society from cal500 BC to 1644D., Leiden,E.J.Brill, 1961.

44. Charlotte FurthRethinkingVan Gulik: Sexuality and Reproduction Traditional Chinese

45.

46.

49.
50.

51.

Medicine”,in Christina K.Gilmartin, Gail Hershéer, Lisa Rofel,andTyreneWhite (eds.),
Engendering China\Women, Culture, and the Stee, Cambridge (Mass.)Havard
University Press1994,pp. 125-146.

| have borraved this term fromAnne ChengSee heHistoire de la pensée chinojse
Paris, Seuil, 1997,p. 159.

Zhou HuasharBeijing tongzhi gushiHong Kong, Xianggang tongzhi gnjiushe, 1996;
Zhou HuashanHistoires de‘Camarades’:les homosexuels en Chjniaris, Paris-
Méditerranée1997,p. 76.

. This can also be detected in studies dealing with the indigienisé Chinese studies.

See also Litg latest work,op. cit., 2005,which compares thésexual cultures’xing
wenhud of China and Jaan through their erotic artkiu is also interested in erotic
objects (see note 16).

. Furth, op. cit.; Charlotte Furth and Ch’en Shw#h, “Chinese Medicine and the

Anthropolog of Menstruaton in Contemporary Taiwan”, Medical Anthropoloy
Quarterly, Vol. 6, No. 1, 1992, pp. 27-48; Rl E.Festa, The BlueWhirlwind Strikes
Below the Belt:Male Sexuality Gender Blitics, and theViagra Craze irfaiwan”, in
Caherine SP. Farris, Lee Anru, and MurrayA. Rubinstein (eds.\Women in the New
Taiwan: Gender Roles and Gender Consciousness in a Changing Sddetyork,
Sharpe2004,pp. 199-220.

See,among other workghose of Charlotte Furtlisted above.

This condition is not widely ackmdedged in the different cultures of the word, Luc
Boltansky argues in his wotla Condition foetalgParis,Gallimard,2004.

It is obviously difficult,and even misleadingp generalise in the complex and varied
Chinese context.
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Society

owing to the conjoined loss of blood (I, xud and life

force (=, qi). The various recommendations laid down

by Chinese medicine, in its scholaty or its popular forms,

shav a preoccupation with educating people in disease

prevention. They sometimes appear as meaures for pro-

tecting womers hedth, particulaly their sexual health,

especiajlin view of the importance attributed to i in the

repeserdtion of bodies, life, the natura environment,
and daily socid existence®2. Similarly, in sexud relations,
the man is enjoined to avoid ejaculation, thus preseving

the vital esence, the jing (¥4, sperm), in order to quard

againg the risk of diseae linked to the loss of jing, and

theefore of qi (for the jing is a transbrmation of qi).

Arguing againg this view that the protection of womers

healb isther goal, other writeis interpret these same rec

ommendations, which prescibe the confinement and

seclusion of women, in tems of male domination and gen

derbased socid relations within patrilinear and local

patilined family structues.

B The development of Aids,

state action, and the risks
of sexually transmitted HIV ©

In the AsiaPacifc region, 7.4 million people are said to be
infeced with HIV, out of whom 11 million were newly
infeced in 2003 This was far higher than in previous
yeas®. The low rats of postive teg results in many
countes of the region are deceptive, because they mask
locdl epidemics, particulaly in the mog popuated courtries
in the world, India and China. Althowh the totd rae
remainslow (0.07%) correspording to 840,000 people living
with HIV and 80,000 with Aids in 2003 the epidemic is
among the most urgent of puldic hedth problems. There are
areas of high infection in certain regiors, and within certain
sections of the popuaion. In some aea of Yunnan,
Xinjiang and Henan, the propotion of infections through
sexual contact is growing as is the number of infeced women.
Beween 2001 and 2002, the number of people infeced
grew by 44%¢%. Accoding to the Chinese minigtry of
healh, China entered a phase of rapid expansion of the
epidemic in 1998 Most national and intemationdl expets
beliewe that more than a quater of a million people are
infeced. The Ministry of Hedth has edablished that by
2010, ten million people coud become infectd if effective
means of combating the disease are not put in place .
Since 2003 positive teg results have been repoted in evely
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province, autonamous region, and city, which shows the
widespeal read of the epidemic. In addition, HIV
infections are spreading throughout the population. Out of
the six provinces where the epidemic Situation is the most
worrying, four arein the southen regions (Yunren, Sichuan,
Guangxi and Guangdong), the remaining two being Xinjiang
(in the nathwed) and Henan (in the centrd region). In
Guangxi, to take one exanple, the rak of HIV infection
among women sex workess rose from 0% in 1996 to 11% in
2000, demondrating a high growth rate in infection through
sexud contact®,

Of all the iepotted carters of HIV, 10% ae adolescents. A
natiorwide surey by the healh auhorities has shan that
60% of young people @rignoant or ill-informed aboutlte
disease, anchat about 2% knav nathing about miods
for preventing it.

The mgority of people with positive teg results were cases of
blood infection—eler through injecting drugs with contam
natd neales or dse throwh normd medicd injections
involving the use of infeced blood, the latter being a conse
quence of the widespread market in blood®®. Nongheless,
the number of infections through sexual contact has dso risen
exponentiafl In 199, the propotion of repoted HIV
infections through heteiosewd contact was 5.5% of the total,
andin 2002it was 10.9%. By 2004 thisraie had reatied

52. For a suvey of the meanings @i, from the eveyday to the esoterisee my artite,
“Control and Release of Emotions @igong Health Practices"China Rerspectives
No. 24, July-August 1999p. 22-30.

53. This section was originally the first part of my dej¢Phénomenes de stigtigetion
dans un monde chinois confronté \dH-Sida: vers une collabot®n entre réponses

officielles et société civile’in LApproche culturelle de la prévention et du traitement du

VIH-Sida: stigmaisation et discriminéion, Paris,UNESCO,special stug No. 20, 2003,
pp.39-54.

54. UNAIDS, Report on the globaIDS epidemic2004,236 p.

55. Chen ShengliZzhang Shikunand Sydney Biestley“HIV/AIDS Awareness Is Improving
in China’, Asia-Rcific Populdion Policy, East-\Wst Certer, Reseach Program
Populdions and Health Studielp. 69, 2004.

56. UNAIDS, HIV-AIDS: China’s Titanic Peril 2001, 2002,89 p.

57. UNAIDS press communiqué: “New UNAIDS Report warns AIDS Epidemic till in
ealy phase and not levelling off in worst dfected courtries’, New York, July 2",
2002.

58. The contamin@d blood trged/ drama was denounced by the intéioral press in
2001 (Elisebeth Rosenthal, “AIDS and Corruption in a Poor Chinese Province”,
International HeraldTribune, May 3T [NewYork Times May 287): the sale of contami
nated blood products organised by mafia chiafsaffic which resulted in an explosion
of HIV infections by transfusion in the central rural argmsticularly HenanFor the
commercial organig®n of this tradeijts social and economic implitans,and the
responsibility of ntional and local authoritiesee Pierre Haski,e Sang de la Chine :
Quand le silence tyéaris, Grasset2005.Although the number of people reported to
be infected with HIV through the trade in blood and plasma is still the largest trisup,
mode of transmission is not yesignificant in terms of future epidemic prospegieen
that most of these infections occurred before 1996.

59. UNAIDS, A Joint Assessment of HIV/AIDS Preventidreatment,and Care in China
December 4, 2003,40 p.
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19.8%, while the rate for homosexud contact was 111%,
giving an overdl rate of 30.9% %, Homosexuals conditute the
third highrisk categoy for HIV infection after intravrenous
drug users and sex workers. Howeer, the scale of the epi-
demic amony homosexuas may be masked by the fact that
90% of homosexuals get married and have sexud relations
with their partnes, a leat in order to have children®. Inthe
199G;, the firgt phase of the epidemic was the consequence
of drug users sharing infecd needles, followed by heteiose:-
ual contact, which is a pattem identicd to that of the epi-
demicsin Thailand, Vietnam, Burma and southen China.
One fcbr in peoplis exposue © HIV is their inemal and
extemal (transnational) mobilityplus he inegration of he
economies of eagnd souteas Asia, whic has gien ise
to uneen deelopment andite emegence of agas of dep
rivation. The mobility of people wlived in the seindugry
(sec workers, clients, ownes of the vaious premises
involved, go-baweens, smudgrs, divers, police attorities
eic.) is an additionalisk facbr.

In June 2002 the UNAIDS repot identified other facbrs
behind the spread of the epidemic, namely the dismantling of
the public hedth sysem—eduding many from the system of
cae and prewvention—and the heay digma atached to AIDS
suferers. Althowh the Ministry of Hedth undertock meas
uresto redore the hedth system in the courtryside in the late
1980s, it had drealy completely collapsed in the poaer
regions. The Peking health authoities are aware of the prob
lem, and are trying to find means of re-esablishing acoessto
quality hedth care for the mgjority of citizens. Unfortunaely,
their propasals often remain a dead Ietter in the localities, for
in reality the regiord authoiities do nat dways have the
financial resoures to set up high-cost measures©.

Ther is pessue fom inemational agncies and igma
tional NGOs working in China 6 pomde accuate risk
assessments andvaeness p all the diferent agnts
involved (oficials, activigs, local oganisations, all ftose
involved in he se& indugry, families, adolescents andyng
adults, and medical pgonnel).

For exanple, een hough he vulneability of ehnic minor-
ties is oficially recognised neadas, (aving moe © the
pressue from inemational ggemmenél and non-geem:
mentl agencies han b ary real political will on he pat of
officialdom), potectie meases ae gill not adaped b
their speciic needs. But pioneiig dudies vere conducd
following the World Conterence of Vemen held in &king
in 1995, and, athat time, pogammes of eseath and
action concared wit womeris and minaties healh issues
were encouaged®,

The pincipal line of action condis in recommending an
adheence ¢ traditional pactices ér maingining epoduc
tive healh, if they are conpatible wih the ecommendations .
put out ly the inemational agncies, and ingjecting hose
which lead 6 negtive results or pesent an oltacle b the
practical inplemenation of healt poggammes. Theeims
used 6 desabe sut practices andreir pactitiones recall
the Maoi$ pefiod and its emlace of an eslutionay
mindsé in chamcterising the minoity peoples, alonghie
same lines ashe attitudes commoylheld in he Swiet
Union; the pectices of sut people & said & be “pimi-
tive”, “outmoded”, “out of da&”, ec. These aspects of
govemment inervention edify to the continuity of cuent
official discouse wih the Maoi¢ peiod, and a& based on
a social evlutionig outlook.

In 2004, signiicant diangs in public policy ihally gave
clear evidence ofhe datg's inceased imlvement when
faced wib the isk of an HIV epidemic. The mosignifi-
cant hiangs vere the egablishment of a national suppor
gructure (a new national Aids commissiomsvséup fy the
Sate Council in Ebuary 2004, followed ty the publication
of Document M. 7 in Mach, which sé out an gerall plan
of action), he endosement of m@ Hliable scientic
knowledge, a moe dawn-to-eath grasp of he dynamics of
the epidemic, and a willingness tlewelop mehods of
treatment and carfor people living wih HIV. All this
repesentd a considable adance oer he pevious per
ods of denial. Whilehte frst peson b teg positive was
deeced in B85, it vas ony in 1996 hat a banc of
UNAIDS was sé up in Rking. Thoughout he 290s a
growing avareness could be obsed among gemment
officials and activis enged in he drugge aging AIDS.
This vas bllowed ty some activity but heir inerventions
were nd applied nationajl Today all the oganisations
involved in te fight, as vell as te local, national and iek
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60. UNAIDS, A JointAssessment of HIV/AIDS Preventitrgatment,and Care December 1
2004,p. 30.

61. Pan Suiming;’Homosexual Behdors in Contemporgr China”, Journal of Psycholog
and Human Sexualityol. 7, pp. 1-17; Rin Suiming,'Male Homosexual Behéor and
HIV-related Risk in China”jn PeterAggleton (ed.)Bisexuality andAIDS: International
Perspectives London, TaylorFrancis Group,Social Aspects ofAids Series, 1996,
pp.178-190; Zhouep.cit., 1996, 2000.

62. Charlotte Cailliez,'The Collpse of the Rural Health SystenChina Perspectives
No. 18,July-August 1998pp. 36-43.

63. See for examplehe folloving: FangTie (ed.),Chuantong wenhua yu xipg jiankang
(Traditional Culture and Reproductive Healthynnan shengi jiankang anjiu huibian
(Yunnan Reproductive Health Reseakskocidion), Zhongguo shehui kexue chubanshe
(China Social Sciences Pres€9)97;Tao Chunfang and Xiatang (eds.)Zhongguo funii
shengu jiankang wnjiu (Research olWomens Reproductive Health in Chindjin shi-
jie chubanshe (Neworld Press)1995.
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national agncies wrking on te spo in China, a being
encouaged b co-odinak their activities in ader b improve
efficiency.

B A diachronic overview of official

attempts to manage sexual
issues, and state intervention

Thee are ongoing debates concerning the quesion of sexual
contol through State interventionis progammes, and
wheher sexuality has dways been an object of official con
cen. Some writers daim that theee is indeed an underlying
higorical continuity, beneah the apparent sexud emancipa
tion and profound shifts in the behaviour of the youngyr
genedtion, and despite the way in which the maiket economy
appea to have prodwed “a sexud rewolution”®, Othes
have no doult that the age of sexud contral by the state is
over, because facbrs like globdisation and the power of the
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AIDS exhibition in Peking.
The artharities now adnit
to nat dang erough

in the way of sex education

maket are beyond the contral of the authoities®, which
means that peopl€s behaviour is not susceptible to attenpts
to educate them. Ne\ertheless as Debarah Davis and Stevan
Harellingg ©, thewithdiewa of the $ate from many realms
of daly life has coincided with its increased control over bio-
logical repoduction, through the palicy of one child per cou-
ple and family planning . But, to retum to the lessons from
Chinese higory, a diachronic view clealy shows that the
social iswes surroundng the management of sexuality play a
mote impottant role than any pditicd will to manage hedth
isles more eficienty. There are higorical sources tegifying

64. Harriet Evans\Women and Sexuality in Chineemale Sexuality and Gender since 1949
NewYork, Continuum,1997.

65. Xu Xiaogun,op.cit., 1996; Farrer op.cit., 2002.

66. Deborah Dais and Stevan HarreChinese Bmilies in the Bst-Mao Era Berkeley
University of California Pres4,993.

67. Stevan Harrel, “The Anthropolog of Reform and the Reform of Anthropolog:
Anthropological Narrves of Recover and Progress in ChinaAnnual Reviews of
Anthropoloy, No. 30,2001, pp. 139-161.
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to staie pronourtements and actions amed a controlling
sexuad behaviour as ealy as the Han dynasty (-200/+200),
which was the firgt of the mgor impeid dynasties™.

During the Republican era (1912-1949), womers sexuality
was envisagd in repoductie tems, and it was believed that
women did nat experence any desire for sex itself. For exam
ple, when mae homosexudity was forbidden, femae homo
sexudity was Smply denied, and consequenty had no placein
public discourse®. The normalisation of sexuality rather than
its repiesson, was a constant preoccupetion during periods of
intense nationdism, like that of the firg Repuldic (following
the fal of the Qing empire in 1911), when medical stience
sepped forward to become the rationd guide to regulatioi®.
Public discourse and repeserations of sexudity were marked
by evolutionay, nationalis and stientific teminology tegifying
to an episemalogicd shift from the Corfucian teminology
which had prevalled until the early twenti¢h century ™. For
the intellectud elites of the time, the proper control of sexual
desie was the key to regoring the power of the nation and
adhieving the god of modernisation.

Thework of Harriet Evans onMaoist and pogt-Maoig China
shavs that snce 1949 sexuality has dways been a specid
tamet for govemment intewention. She anayses how such
practices as pre-maitd and extra-maital sex, births, mar
riage, proditution and homosexuality have been categoised,
and she describes the ways in which monagany, celibacy,
maemity, abortion and the menopause have been repesent
ed in the discourses concerning education and sexua hedth.
Officid discourses have made use of scientific knowledge for
their own purposes, to legitimise the impasition of mord and
seud duties onwomen. For exanple, in the redrictive ideo-
logical climate of pre-ieform China, women were encouraged
to become exenplay wives and mothes, in the name of an
esentiaisng view of women which saw them primaily in
temns of their biologicd sex and repoductie goas ™.
Other auhors quedion Evans views, aguing hat in he
pod-Mao ea ther hae been no dicial ideological po-
nouncements onemens sawality, and his has lefan open
field of action and »pression. Br exanple, one dtic
writes: “he qp beween oficial ideology andtie dominant
culture has deepened, and a number of subjectsejtuit
passed er in silence] ha been adessed in public... This
is the sign of a sepation béween a ma fgid official
ideology andlte geatr fluidity in the dominant pasMaoig
cultural formation wit regard to the nomalisation and con
trol of sexual cultue” ™. The $ate has gien up its inpost
tion of rules on seual behaiour and on ther aeas of pr
vae life, and nwadas oficial discouse limits itself ¢

exhotations to improve the quality of mariage and
drenghen te amily: “Whereas he sate dill decides what

pettains b the pivate or public sphes, it has abandoned a

wide range of individual behdour, sud as bhe saual, b the
private spheg. In hie ealm of seuality, men and wmen
are able 0 engge in \arious depaures fom the nom
which were forbidden under Maoism, vtiout incuring ary
political repecussions. The arof an ungegioned moal
order inposed  a political and cultw elite, in sgual and
other maters, is vell and tuly over” ™),

Indeed, in China undeh¢ eforms, he imags of women
and of seuality hare radically altered, wih the emegence
of a new thos and a new betiaural model based on con
sumer satisiction and e svey of the maket. Faced wih
this change, the brmer oficial pronouncements e faded
avay. The autorties hae come @ tolerate his thang
largely because it sees national economic iregs.
Anather of Evans critics focuses on the way she airbrushes
the Culturd Rewolution (1966-B76) out of her acount ™)
During that period, officid discourse promded the re\olu
tionay ided of the androgynous worker, whose red identity
was to be foundoutside his/her own sensual and sexual bady.
Sud anided isin staik contrag with the other periodsin the
hidory of the Peoplés Republic, when the differences
beween men and women were repesered as esential.
Todg young people kiereen D and 2 repesent 26% of
the ttal population, i.e. 32 million people (accaling b
the censusar 2000), hencehk inportance of tdies on
the sauality of young people whaeice he fisk of HIV and
Aids. Moreover, pre-maital relations ag repoted at some
whee beaween 41% and 3%, accaing o recent gatidics
from the China Emily Planning Associaticff’. The asso
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Society

ciatioris direcor enphasisesitat, in gneal, suveys do no
take inb accountlte sewal activities of unmared pesons
or their knavledge of sewual maters. So pogrammes or

promating seual healh ae nd alweys aimed at unmagd
young people, whic leares a gping hole in aémpts at
sexual education and diseaseyantion.

A redling of sex educaion handoocks™ shavs that their
writers take masturbation and pre-maitd relations to be
secondarisales, wherea sexud morality, by contrag, occu

pies a key place™. Sex education courses are il optional
in educational ingtitutions, being part of the biology courses
with little concern with impating life planning ills.

Particuiar mention should be made of the expeimendl

project by the China Family Planning Asciation which has

prodced handbooks for adolescent education in collabora

tion with the United Nations Popuation Fund®®. This pro-

gramme provides for the distribution of such bocks through

out China, and for the education of adolescents at the local

level as far as possble, that is to say, as long &s it is nat

bloded by the resisance of othes (parents, teabes, or

goemment repeserdtives). Through the reformation of its

s education programmes, the ate may be able to initiate

further changs within the family because, while the family

is above all the place where the yourg receie ealy training,
it also provides a leaming space for members of the older

genedtiors. Alongside the schod and the workplace, the
family is aso a condut for transmitting officially sanctioned

messagg, the family setting being the traditiondl and univer

saly acepted gructue through which normalising messages
are communicated to women. It may well turn out to be the
appopiate forum for hedth education initiatives, including

those for the prevention and care of Aids and other STDs.

perspectives

I The development of sociologicdl and ethndogical reseah
into sexudity has increased since 199Q This development
revedls bath a greagr permissieness in tems of practices
and repeserdtions, and an increased toleiance in matters of
sexual morality, when compaed with the puritanical paicies
of Maoism. The risk of HIV spreading through sexual con
tad, and the growing numbers of people infeced by STDs
in gened, have tended to favour the development of such
studies. Certain members of the stak appardus, despite
being the tamet of criticism from othess, have shown them
selies willing to acquire the knowledge which they need to
deine ther priorities and undertake remedia action. The
collectie movement againg Aids, initigted by intemational
agencies, whether nongovemmend or indrecty supported
by govemments like the socdled GONGOS®), has dso
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been helpful in developing these reseath programmes™.
Noneheless the sae management of sexual matters and
risks to hedth is gill channelled through a set of evolutionis
assumptions about modernisation and progress in ideological
continuity with the modernig and essentidising assumptions
of Repulican China. Officid actions and pronouncements
conirm this continuing trend, despite the plurdisation and
globdisation of society. As the debate between Chinese and
nonChinese specidists in the socia pradices of sexuality
clealy shows, thee is an ongoing engagement of contradic
tory forces in place. This aticle has identified this process
through focusing on changs in the practices of sexuaity and
onthe waysin which it is discursively repeserad. The ten
sons and negotiated compromises between the different par-
ticipants, and the contradictions at the symbalic level, such as
those creaed by the hybrid discourses of urban youh, have
nat yet sabilised. For these reasors, it is too ealy to make a
laging asessnent of the viahility of current dat initiatives
and their impact on indvidua behaviour. «
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pp. 443-456;Yao Reikuan (ed.)Suivey on Sex Edutian: The ReportXuelin, Xuelin
Publishing House],990;Yao Reikuan (ed.)Educaion for Adolescencesuangxi Science
andTechnolog Publishing Housel,989;Yao Reikuan (ed.)A Common Sense Reader for
AdolescentsShanghaiShanghai Boples Publishing House1,988; ZhuWeibing (ed.),
One Hundred Questions ofdolescence for Middle School StudenBhanghai,
Shanghai Medical College Publishing Hou4®88; She JianhalWoguo dangdai
gingchungi xing jiagu yanjiu he shixian’(Research and practices of sexual etiuta
for contemporagr Chinese youth)jn Shanghai jiagu keyn (scientific research on
Shanghai sex edutan), No. 1, 1988;Wu Jieping (ed.)Xing Yixue (Medical sexolog),
Wenxian,Kexue jishu chubanshd988; Sports Hygiene Department of thetibizal
Educdion CommissionOne Hundred Questions amshsvers on Sex Edutan for
Middle School StudentBeking, Beijing University Publishing Hous&988.

Liu Dalin, “The Development of Sex Edugan in China”,in Linda Jaivain (ed.)Sex",
Chinese Sociolog andAnthropolog, Vol. 27, No. 2, 1994-1995 pp.10-36; see the
tables comparing the contents of various handbooks in a diachronic persphéacgte,
al., 1997,p. 555 (introductoy period:1952-1978)p. 561 (promotional periodjearly
from 1988 to 1990).

. Cf. Zhongguo jihua sheryg xiehui (China Bmily PlanningAssocidion/United Ndions
Populaion Fund-UNFR), Qingshaonian rensheng jineng peixun zhi@nidebook for
Adolescent Reproductive Health Life Planning SHiltEning),Peking,2003,and a hand
book intended for traineringshaonian shengzhi jiankang gongzuozhi peixun zhinan
(Guidebook foffraining ofARH Trainers) Peking,2003.

. “Government-Organised Non-Government Orgaiosa is a term coined by Gordon
White, Jude Havell, and Shang Xiaguan (eds.)In Search of Civil SocietyMarket
Reform and Social Change in Contempyr@hing Oxford, Clarendon1996.1t is a form
of social organig#on unique to Chinashehui tuanji and it plays a mediag role
between nigonal and interngonal institutions; on such GONGOs involved in the strug
gle ajainstAids, see Micollierop.cit., 2003,pp.49-51.

82. Evelyne Micollier “Acteurs de la mobiligéon collective contre le Sida en Chine et soli
darités transrimnales:dynamiques locales et visibilité des groupes de défense des
minorités sexuelles et sociales,Fred Eboko,Frédéric BourdierPierre Broqua and
Olivier Fllieule (eds), “Mobilisdions collectives face @ Sda dans le monde:
Transldions internéionales et gnamiques localesace a faceRegards sur la santé
No.7,2005,pp.31-40,0n-line journalwww.ssd.u-bordeaux2.fr/faf

79.



